Remarks 



This is in response to the Office Action dated November 27, 2007. 

The examiner has maintained her rejection of all of the claims based on Russo (US 
5,775,325). The comments made by the examiner are substantially the same as before, 
except for the specific comments to the amendment to the claims where she deems the 
additional added subject matter to be inherent points raised by the examiner by referring 
to Fig. 7 of Russo. Accordingly, this response addresses only the following. 

On page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner reads the phrase “external member 
displaceable on said deformable member” onto items 24 and 25 of Russo which are, in fact 
the thumb pads that are integrally formed as a part of Russo’s squeeze valve. It is 
submitted that these are not displaceable on the deformable member in the manner 
required by the claims. But to leave no doubt that this is the case, the claims have been 
amended to state that the “external member” is separate from the “deformable member”. 
This clearly distinguishes from Russo, who has no such separate external member. 

In regard to the inherent assertion, it is supposed that the examiner’s reasoning is 
that the catheter would hold the deformable member open. That sounds more like the 
deformable member being forced open because the catheter remains within the 
deformable matter, which is not the same as when there is nothing holding the deformable 
matter open. To ensure that it is clear that the valve would remain open even after removal 
of the catheter or when there is nothing in the deformable matter, the claims have been 
amend to make it clear that the valve of the instant invention remains open when set to the 
open position, even when nothing extends through it. 

In light of the foregoing, applicant respectfully submits that the instant invention as 
claimed is patentably distinguishable over the prior art. The Examiner is therefore 



6 



(S.N. 10/680,110) 




respectfully requested to enter this amendment, reconsider the application and pass the 
same to issue at an early date. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: . j 




Louis Woo, Reg. No. 31,730 
Law Offices of Louis Woo 
717 North Fayette Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Phone: (703) 299-4090 
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